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okders in council. 
At a Sleeting of the Trustees of the tweeds 

Cloth-Hall, held at the Committee^ 

Room, en Tuesday the 3d day of March t 

18ia, 

It was unanimously Resolved, 

That the present distressed situation of 
the Woollen trade of this Riding, falls for 
the serious attention of the Legislature; 
and that it is a duty which the Merchants 
«nd Manufacturers owe to themselves and 
their -tountry, humbly to represent their 
situation to his Royal Highness the I'rince 
Regent, and to the two houses of Parlia- 
ment, in ot'der that a suitable and eflPectual 
remedy for their distress may be obtained. 

That it is the t>pinion of this meeting, 
that the system of Commercial Regulations 
atid Restrictions, known under the name 
of the British Orders in Conncil, adopted 
and pursued ever since the year lfi07, are 
aprincipalcauseof the commercial difficulties 
of this nation, whereby our manufactured 
|roods are prevented access to the foreign 
markets, and particularly to America; our 
ciipital is, locked up, and t>ur industry pa> 
ralyzed; aany of Cur master manufac 
tUrers ai /educed to the class of labourers, 
and man, of our labouring manufacturers 
af e thereby driven to seek relief from their 
parishes, are easily induced, by wicked 
and designing incendaries, to adopt still 
more. pernicious and illegal courses. 

That these facts, coupled with the num-. 
ber of bahkruptcies and cmbarassments 
that have recently taken place in old 
commercial houses of welUestablished ere* 
dit, and extensive dealings, as well as those 
of lesser note, compel us to doubt th« 
national policy of such mesuures as the 
British Orders in Council, and to seek a 
revocation, or at least a modification of 
tliem, so that our trade may be restored, 
established, and preserved, especially with 
America. 

Resolved, That the Petitions nt>w read, 
and addressed to the three branches of 
the Legislature, praying for a revocation 
or a modiiicalion of the British Orders in 
Council, are unanimously approved, and 
that a copy of the same shall be imme- 
diately prepared, and left for signatures 
at the Cloth-hall Committee-room, for th« 
fpace of ten days from the 7th iust. 

That the said petitions shall afterwards 
be trau mitted to London, and that the 
Right Honourable Earl Fitzwilliam be re- 
quested to present the Petition to the 
House of Lords ; and that the Right Ho- 



jiobrable Lord VrstfoUnt Rfiltoni and Wil* 
liam WilberforCe, Esq. be requested to 
present the petitions to the Prince Re- 
gent, and to the House of Commons. 

That these Resolutions shall be pub* 
lished in both the Leeds Pa[)ers, and in 
The Morning Chronicle, and Courier. 

TO THE tJEklttEMEN, CtEKor, AVl> PREE- 
BOLDERS or THE COUNTr OF BERKS. 

• Gentlemen^ 
Mt. Vansittart's address to voli, de- 
clining to become a Candidate again to 
represent this Couniy in Parliament, and 
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appeared in the Reading Mercurv, added 
•to the circumstance of a canvass having 
commenced, compel me to offer mvself to 
your notice soonei than I had intended. 

If any thing can excite a sense of the 
value, and a proper exercife of the elei:tive 
franchise, the weight or application of 
our taxes— ^the continuance of sinecures — 
the increase of pensions— the absence of 
our gold — and the planting an army of 
foreigners in the heart of our country, must 
produce that effect. 

It is a trite saying among the apologists 
of corruption, that it originates with the 
people; as a proof of this calumny, they 
refer to the scenes that rotten boroughs 
exhibit, where ip some of them the votet-s 
are debased by dependence upon an opu- 
lent patronj and in others are depraved 
by their feuds and contentions for the price 
of the representation ; which, disrega^rd* 
ing their oaths, they claim as their birth-> 
right ; and each shelters himself from the 
disgrace of bribery and perjury, by the 
equal infamy of his neighbour. 

It is one of the best principles of our 
constitution, that no man shall be taxed 
without Wis consent. To pur this princi* 
pie into practice, and to extend the right 
of election to all who possess a^ualific.i- 
tion m t)ie taxes they p;iy, will afford the 
best remedy for the calamities and grie- 
vances of the country, and the surest safe- 
guard against the abuse ofpowcrj If elec- 
tors shall then require bribes and treats, 
and impoverish the candidate before they 
make him their representative, then let 
his frauds and peculations be imputed to 
them ; then, and not till^ then, let it be 
said, that " Corruption originates with 
the people." 

In giving your suiTrages freely and with 
out cost, you will not only avoid the im» 
putuiions that attach \o the voters in pur- 



